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Environmental
Design (LEED©) certification. In 2009, the University received its first LEED certification for
the Student Recreation Center, achieving Platinum status. Since then, the University’s portfolio has grown to ten
LEED certified buildings—four certified at the highest achievable Platinum level, two certified at Gold, four at
Silver, and six buildings currently pending certification.

Continuing its leadership role in sustainability accreditation, the University has utilized the Green Building
Institute’s Green Globes certification for its recently completed Biological Sciences Research Laboratory (BSRL).
An alternative accreditation metric to LEED, Green Globes is a nationally/internationally recognized, sustainable
benchmark for the design, construction and operation of high performance green buildings utilized by both the
United States and Canadian federal government agencies.
Health Sciences Innovation Building (HSIB)
HSIB is currently tracking for LEED Gold. This 9-story, 220,000 square foot, state-of-the-art facility provides
instructional spaces that offer simulated, real-life situations for teams of students, faculty and health professionals
in Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy and Public Health. Serving as the vanguard for interprofessional health education
in the United States, the HSIB will be an incubator for interdisciplinary research and development by connecting
these realms to real-world practice while supporting a culture of calculated risk-taking and creative disruption. The

The University of Arizona’s recently completed Strategic Plan consists of a framework of five pillars.
Pillar V – Institutional Excellence has five initiatives, one of which is to elevate the University of Arizona
as a distinguished university leader in sustainability.
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enduring quality that utilize simple, green materials in creative and inspiring ways while supporting the
University’s campus-wide sustainability efforts in support the University’s Strategic Plan.
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North and south elevations are glazed to maximize daylight into the building’s interior. Glazing systems are adapted
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Biological Sciences Research Laboratory (BSRL), is currently tracking for LEED Gold and was recently
awarded the Green Building Institute’s Green Globes 3-Globe certification, analogous to LEED Gold.
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ENR2 is a LEED Platinum recipient, continues to facilitate a key University of Arizona mission through its
fundamental research. With its multitude of sustainable elements, ENR2 plays a flagship role in the University’s
ongoing and concerted effort to promote interdisciplinary research that focuses on Earth Science and Environmental
programs.
A key goal of this facility is to establish an atmosphere for collaboration of scientific and interdisciplinary research
which creates great opportunities for graduate students across multiple disciplines. Fostering its role to promote
interdisciplinary research that focuses on Earth Science and Environmental programs, ENR2 is facilitating a Rooftop
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tracking for LEED Silver. This publicprivate partnership between the
University of Arizona and American
Campus Communities comprises
a three city block development that
includes three separate buildings—a
1,035 bed dormitory, dining, and
Honors College Administration and
classroom building; a state-of-theart Recreation Center and Wellness
Center; and a 370 space 4-story
parking structure. The development
also includes three surface parking lots that incorporate comprehensive storm water mitigation measures.
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Ralph Banks, P.E. P.Eng. is the Director of Engineering, Design & Construction at
the University’s department of Planning Design & Construction. Ralph is an
internationally registered Professional Engineer and LEED Accredited
Professional and can be contacted at rabanks@email.arizona.edu
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